Formerly Otey Parish

Advent/Christmas 2021

From the Rector: Home for Christmas (kind of!)
We have entered the second Advent of the COVID-19 pandemic, and at this
writing the latest data from Tennessee Department of Health is from the
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. Our plans may have to be adjusted based on
changes in public health conditions.
The 8:30 service continues to be celebrated in the church for those fully
vaccinated. Our Christian Formation offerings are now inside with
precautions. The 11:00 service is open to all in Kennerly Hall with curtailed
singing. Masking is required indoors.
We have secured larger spaces for two upcoming events: The Christmas
Pageant will be on Sunday, December 19, at 4:30pm in McCrory Auditorium of
St. Andrew’s-Sewanee School, affording more space to spread out for
performers and audience, alike. The 4:30pm Christmas Eve service will be held
in All Saints’ Chapel. There will be plenty of room for social distancing at what is
one of our best-attended services of the year. I am very grateful to SAS and the
University Chaplaincy for their gracious hospitality.

I am reminded that in Luke’s Gospel the loca on of Jesus’ birth results from the
need for a con ngency plan. His describes the Roman census as forcing people
to travel from their current homes in order to be counted, which would be
ineﬃcient as well as disrup ve to people’s lives. The beauty of so many Na vity
scenes belies the chao c situa on placing newborn Jesus not in a proper cradle
but in a feed box for animals. I pray that the adapta ons we are making this
year will refresh our sense that God becoming human did not inﬂexibly require
perfect circumstances, but occurred in the midst of the mess and chaos of real
life!

Sunday Service Schedule
8:30 am Holy Eucharist in the church for those fully vaccinated plus at
least 2 weeks. Masking is required indoors. The 8:30 am service is also
livestreamed on our Facebook page. It is available there and on our YouTube
channel at 11am and afterward.
11:00am Holy Eucharist for all in Kennerly Hall with curtailed singing.
Masking required for ages 2 and up.

Vestry Highlights
Meeting of November 18
reviewed current COVID data and plans for gathering safely indoors now
that the weather is too cold to stay outside.
did a walk-through of the preliminary 2022 budget proposal.
thanked seminarian Meghan Mazur as her field education draws to an
end.

Annual Meeting
On November 21, 2021 at 9:30am, the congregation:
elected Diane Jones, Lynn Stubblefield, and Beth Wiley to 3-year terms on
the Vestry (succeeding Susan Holmes, Karen Meridith, and Sue Moseley
on January 1, 2022).
observed silence and prayed for those connected to the parish who died
in the past year.
heard reports from CAC Director David Goodpaster, Treasurer Alec
Moseley, Deacon Betty Carpenter, Christian Formation Director Jeannie
Babb, Stewardship Committee Chair Lauryl Tucker, Rector Rob Lamborn,
and Priest Associate Giulianna Cappelletti Gray.
invited persons interested in serving as delegate to Diocesan Convention
January 21-22 at St. George’s, Nashville, to contact Rob or a Vestry
member.

New Newsletter Schedule
Given the increased prevalence of electronic communication, the role of the
printed newsletter has shifted in many churches. We will be producing a

printed newsletter seven times a year on a seasonal schedule.
Advent/Christmas
Epiphany
Lent
Eastertide
Summer
Back to School
Fall

Mission Accomplished
On a rainy Saturday members of St.Mark and
St. Paul headed down to Sherwood and
joined members of Epiphany for a work day.
We spent the morning washing windows,
polishing everything that needed polishing
and cleaned out a few years of "stuff" that
was taken to the recycling center. When
there was a break in the weather, the
outside team began work on the grounds
which needs some follow-up weather permitting.
Epiphany's own Ned Stevens prepared the barbeque for lunch and it was
amazing. Thank you Ned!
And Thank you to everyone who gave their time and talent to make that corner
of the kingdom sparkle. The afternoon concluded with theological reflections
on the day.
Mission on the Mountain will schedule our next workday soon. For more
information contact Deacon Betty Carpenter.

Hardest worker of the day Ian Tucker

Writing During Advent-From 6:30pm7:30pm, each Sunday evening in Advent, you are
invited to join us for a simple time of reflection,
journaling, and conversation in Kennerly
Hall. "Writing During Advent" will be suitable for
an intergenerational group, and will be hosted by
Giulianna Cappelletti Gray, Beth Chamberlain,
and Lauren Goodpaster. Adults of all ages are
welcome, and any child who is able to express
themselves on paper will be able to participate.
We ask all to wear masks while in the building.
Please speak to Giulianna if you have questions by
email at giuliannagray@gmail.com, or at her cell (931) 636-3658. The
gatherings will be from 6:30pm-7:30pm on Nov 28, Dec 5, Dec 12, and Dec 19.

Christmas Services
Friday, December 24
4:30pm Holy Eucharist at All Saints’ Chapel
9:30pm Christmas music and Holy Eucharist
Saturday, December 25 - 10:00am Holy Eucharist in the Church

Christian Formation News
Christmas Pageant
Exciting news! The parish's annual Christmas Pageant is set for December 19,
2021 at 4:30pm. This year the pageant will be presented in McCrory Hall at St.
Andrews-Sewanee School. We will also welcome the String Blazers back!
Children of all ages are encouraged to participate, including babes in arms and
walk-ons. Parts are assigned based on desire and ability. We have costumes but
they often need resizing, or you may choose to make your own.
Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CACA929A3F5CE9-2021
Key pageant dates:
Monday, Dec 6 - Please sign up by this date
Sunday, Dec 12 - Parts, scripts, and costumes will be issued
Saturday, Dec 18 - Dress rehearsal at McCory 10am-12pm
Additional rehearsals for singing and lines TBD.

Inside and Out
As the weather continues to grow colder and children continue to be
vaccinated, we are taking our first tentative steps back inside children’s Sunday
school classes. Indoor protocols include masks at all times, social distancing,
open windows when possible, and no feast or singing indoors.
We recognize that risk factors and comfort levels vary from family to family, and
over time. If you or your children are unable to participate because of risk,
exposure, or illness, please let us know how we can continue to care for your
spiritual needs during this time.

Nursery News
Current nursery hours are 9:30 am to 12:00 noon. Nursery meets outdoors
when the weather is nice; otherwise, downstairs (Sewanee Childrens Center
area) in the first classroom. Anyone over 2 years old must wear a mask while
indoors.
Nursery Coordinator Annika Durham has taken a job in Atlanta, and will be
moving after the first of the year. We appreciate the years of love and care she
has provided in our nursery. Annika leaves the program in good stead, but the
children will certainly miss her.

Godly Play
Godly Play 1 is for children who are at least
three years old through first grade. Godly Play
2 is for children in grades 2-5. The children will
hear Advent stories Nov 28-Dec 19. There will
be no Sunday School December 26 or Jan 2.
Advent storytellers are Beth Wiley, Julia Bates,
and Barbara Prunty. Doorkeepers are Aaron
Elrod and Taylor Vines, with help from the
nursery crew.
Schedule:
Godly Play 1
Nov 28 - Advent I, Beth Wiley
Dec 5 - Advent II, Beth Wiley
Dec 12 - Advent III, Beth Wiley
Dec 19 - Advent IV,
Dec 26 - no GP
Jan 2 - no GP
Godly Play 2
Nov 28 - Circle of the Church Year and Advent I, Julia Bates
Dec 5 - Advent II, Barbara Prunty
Dec 12 - Advent III, Julia Bates
Dec 19 - Advent IV, Julia Bates
Dec 26 - no GP
Jan 2 - no GP

Godly Play Training
Would you like to learn to tell Godly Play stories? Or perhaps you feel called to
provide support as a doorkeeper? We are in the midst of a Commuter Core
Training here at the Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul. There are three modules,
which can be taken in any order and any place, so if you missed the class we
held in November, join us for the other two modules!
Join us for Commuter Core Training in Sewanee, TN! (mailchi.mp)
Commuter Core Godly Play Training: SEWANEE 2021
Please register at least a week in advance of each module, by clicking the link
below. Please note, you must register separately for each Saturday.
Supporting the Circle of Children and Liturgical Action Lessons Saturday, December 11, 2021 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Sacred Space and Sacred Stories will be offered after the first of the year, date
to be determined.

Tuesday Godly Play / Parents’ Morning

Out
Spring Semester Registration Open
Now
Quick Facts:
For children ages 18 months to 4 years
8:00-10:30am on Tuesdays
Directed by Jeannie Babb
Co-op with parent volunteers

Registration:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/152156272507
Tuesday Morning is a wonderful weekly event for preschoolers, and a chance
for parents and caregivers to have a break. The emphasis on Godly Play
distinguishes the program from other playgroups or co-ops. Godly Play is an
imaginative, Montessori-based approach to nurturing the Christian faith. Using
symbols and objects as well as words, Godly Play stories value openness and
discovery rather than rewarding correct answers. The culture of the Godly Play
room encourages generosity and calm. We also spend time outdoors on the
playground, engaged in art and other work, and playing cooperative games like
Red Light, Green Light and Ring-around-the-Rosie that help children learn
cooperation, listening, and following instructions.
Thanks to the generosity of the church’s pledging members, Tuesday morning
Godly Play / Parents’ Morning Out is offered at no cost to families. Parents take
turns volunteering several times per semester. Parents who wish to enroll a
child in the program should register here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/152156272507
Our spring start date will be later than normal, determined by Covid-19 safety.
If you have questions, please contact Jeannie by email
formation@stmarkstpaul.org or 423-255-6479.

Youth Sunday School
Youth Sunday school meets on the upper screened porch at the back of Brooks
Hall for Bible study, snacks, and games. In the case of inclement weather, the
class moves inside. Masks are worn inside and on the screened porch.
This class is for young people who are at least 10 years old, and not more than
18 years old. Teachers are Richard Ahlquist, Anatol Ferguson, Andy Thompson,
and Jeannie Babb. This is a really great group! We are having so much fun and
deepening our walk with God.

Fire on the Mountain for youth
Fire on the Mountain is open to 5th-12th graders who want to have fun while
learning and serving. Our teaching and leadership approach are from an
Episcopal perspective; however, students of all faith backgrounds are
encouraged to participate. We are an inclusive group, not only in word but in

deed. We’d love to have you!
Upcoming Events:
Dec 5 – Abbo’s Alley and Labyrinth (meet at South Carolina entrance)
Dec 18 – Christian Pageant rehearsal (McCrory at St. Andrews-Sewanee,
10-12)
Dec 19 – Christmas Pageant (McCrory at St. Andrews-Sewanee)
See our Facebook page. We also regularly communicate by text. To join the text
list, please send a text to Jeannie at 423-255-6479 and ask to be added.

With Halloween falling on a Sunday, children were invited to wear their
costumes. Seminarian Meghan Mazur designed a fun after-church program of
storytelling and Trunk-or-Treat. Many thanks to our interpretive readers, who
dressed up and went all out, with costumes, props, and voices. The Witch of
Endor, with narrator Marilyn Phelps, starred Kathy Bruce as the Witch of Endor,
Alex Bruce as King Saul, and Scott Lee as undead Prophet Samuel. The Valley of
Dry Bones was interpreted by Jim Pappas as Ezekiel and Betty Carpenter as the
Lord.
Afterward, parishioners handed out candy from their car trunks.

Where Did She Go?
Kathleen Sturgis
I am sure by now you have noticed all the talented musicians who have been
playing for us these past Sundays. I am sure you are enjoying them very
much. For any of you who may not know, on October 28, 2021 I finally had my
knees replaced. After several years of misery and trying everything I could to
avoid it, I couldn’t keep going. I had both replaced simultaneously which
worked better for me. After surgery at CHI Memorial and a two week stay at
Siskin Rehabilitation Hospital, I am now home doing follow up PT at Sewanee

Hospital with their wonderful folks. I have had such wonderful, supportive and
loving care.
To those who have sent cards, food and notes of support, I thank you so
much. It means so much to me. I am hoping to get back playing on December
19th. It will be piano for awhile, but I hope to get working with pedals again
soon. It feels so strange when Sunday comes, and I am not at church. I am
grateful we have a streaming service. This week is Thanksgiving. I am
particularly thankful this year for the many people who have made getting new
knees a reality. As we begin Advent season I wish each of you every blessing
and look forward to seeing you all again as soon as possible. Take care.

St. Mark & St. Paul and CAC follow
Franklin County Schools for closures
and delays on account of snow or icy
conditions.

Sunday, December 12th, is CAC Sunday (the
2nd Sunday of every month). CAC can use
sliced loaves of white sandwich bread, eggs,
and trader joe/whole foods-styled grocery
bags with handles.
CAC will also be once again supporting
Operation Noel. Anyone interested in
helping and/or supporting this worthwhile
annual event for our community can reach
out to David Goodpaster at 931.598.5927.

Mental Health Resources
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
Ps. 139:11-12
Christians are not exempt from feeling the effects of isolation, loneliness,
and fear, especially during these months of social distancing and
quarantine. There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic has taken a
toll on mental health. While taking care to prevent physical complications
of the disease, many neglect to safeguard their mental well-being in the
process.

If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health crisis, there
is help available! You can call 855-CRISIS-1 (855-274-7471) to speak with
the State Crisis Line, or text HOME to 741741. Just need someone to talk
to? Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926 and let us know. We will be
happy to lend a listening ear, pray with you, and help connect you with
any additional services you might need.

Giving to the Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul
Bill Pay from Your Bank Website
Use the Bill Pay service provided by your bank. If your bank offers online bill pay
services, follow their setup directions to add the church as a payee, and add
recurring automatic payments. Use the name and address below for the payee:
Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul
P.O. Box 267
Sewanee, TN 37375
(931) 598-5926
By Mail
Mail us a check, or place cash or check in the offering plate on Sunday. If you
are giving toward a pledge, please write “Pledge” on the memo or envelope. If
mailing, send to us at the above address.
Online Giving
Convenient and secure -- You can make a one-time donation or set up a
recurring gift. Choose credit, debit or bank account payments. If you already
have a login for our Realm software, you can either Give Now or text “Otey$75”
(or any amount) to 73256. Follow the prompts and manage your account. More
information regarding Realm below.

Get Connected with Realm

Our church management software has expanded capabilities to help
parishioners get connected and stay that way. You can easily update your
personal information, see the status of your giving, and set up online one-time
or recurring electronic giving. As always, we are still able to receive gifts by
check.

Interested or have questions?
Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926.

Prayer List: Abu-Ali Abdur’Rahman, Phoebe Bates, David Bowman, Paul Cahoon,
Alison Cane, Corky Carlisle, Un Jung Ee, Barb Ford, Catherine Garcia, Anne Griffin,
Sue Hawkins, Carl P. Hill, Jr., Jane Holmes, Misty Isbel, Ariel Jones, David Kearley,
Michelle King, Brenda Matthews, Jeff Mazur, Susannah Metz, Kip Moravec, John
Noland, Jamie Pappas, Dick Posan, George Ramseur, Jennifer Sturgis Cummings,
Kathy Sturgis, Faye and Francis Walter, Estelle, and those suffering from COVID-19.

December/January Birthdays
December: Susan Holmes 12 / 1 ; Sarah Ward 12 / 2
Erica Clark 12 / 4 ; Frank Lankewicz 12 / 6 ; Zell Hoole
12 / 7 ; Grayson Clark 12 / 9 ; Diane Getty 12 / 10 ;
Laurie Ramsey 12 / 11 ; Vera McClain 12 / 11 ;
Joseph Kitzrow 12 / 11 ; Rachel Lynch 12 / 15 ;
Ramona Rose-Crossley 12/18 ; Kathy Solomon 12/18
Addison Willis 12/24 ; Robert Black 12/24 ; Bill Davis
12 / 25 ; Jennie Murray 12 / 27 ; Penelope Martin 12 / 28 ; Mary Gatta 12 / 29
Jim Jackson 12 / 29 ; Matthew Mollica 12 / 30 ; Luwin Lewis 12 / 30 ; Annwn
Myers 12 / 31 ;
January: Christopher Van de Ven 1 / 2 ; John Bratton 1 / 4 ; Carey Wofford 1 / 4
; Lexi Phares 1 / 5 ; Ella Brain 1 / 6 ; Karen Keele 1 / 7 ; Lisa Howick 1 / 9 ; Joe
Porter 1 / 9 ; Joel Cunningham 1 / 11 ; Waring McCrady 1 / 13 ; Parker Brain 1 /
15 ; Mary Priestley 1 / 16 ; Noel Workman 1 / 17 ; Mickey Suarez 1 / 18 ; Cullen
Thompson 1 / 19 ; Annie Beaumont 1 / 19 ; Lucy Beaumont 1 / 19 ; Myers
Gorrell 1 / 22 ; Aubrey Black 1 / 23 ; Cara Kitzrow 1 / 24 ; Kathy Sturgis 1 / 25 ;
Anna Evatt 1 / 27 ; Margaret Wilson 1 / 27 ; Katie Finn Hurst 1 / 27 ; Louise
Irwin 1 / 28 ; Luciana Mollica 1 / 29 ; Alane Osborne 1 / 30 ; Cabell Thompson 1
/ 31 ; Hilary Ward 1 / 31 ;

The mission of the Parish of St. Mark & St. Paul is
to worship God,
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ,
to serve the world for which Christ died,
to educate and nurture our community,
and welcome all.
Staff:
The Rev. Robert C. Lamborn, D. Min., Rector, rector@stmarkstpaul.org
The Rev. Elizabeth Carpenter, Deacon, deacon@ stmarkstpaul.org
The Rev. David Goodpaster, CAC Director, Curate, curate@ stmarkstpaul.org,
Frieda Hawkins, Parish Administrator, admin@ stmarkstpaul.org
Kathy Sturgis, Organist, music@stmarkstpaul.org
Jeannie Babb, Christian Formation Director formation@stmarkstpaul.org
Jan Stevens, Financial Administrative Assistant, finance@stmarkstpaul.org
Annika Derham, Nursery Coordinator
Randy Rogers, Sexton, oteysexton@gmail.com
The Rev. Giulianna Cappelletti Gray, Priest Associate, giuliannagray@gmail.com
Meghan Mazur, Seminarian, mazurmj0@sewanee.edu

Richard Ahlquist, Seminarian, ahlqurl0@sewanee.edu
Anatol Ferguson, Youth Ministry Intern, anatolferguson@gmail.com
Vestry:
Beth Chamberlain, CAC
Joel Cunningham, Finance
Susan Holmes, Sr. Warden & Newcomers
Karen Meridith, University/Community Relations
Sue Moseley, Christian Formation
Tom Phelps, Pastoral Care
Annette Smith, Junior Warden
Lynn Taylor, Parish Life
Lauryl Tucker, Stewardship
Alec Moseley, Treasurer
Julia Bates, Clerk
Newly Elected Vestry Members (start January 1, 2022):
Diane Jones
Lynn Stubblefield
Beth Wiley
A very special thank you to the vestry members that are ending their tenure at
the end of this year:
Susan Holmes
Karen Meridith
Sue Moseley
The Parish of St. Mark and St Paul
216 University Avenue
P. O. Box 267
Sewanee, TN 37375
(931) 598-5926
www.stmarkstpaul.org



