From the Rector - Where do things stand?
Our last newsletter was
published in the halcyon days of
four months ago. If Otey Parish
were an airplane, COVID-19
would be forcing us to make
immediate, significant, and
reversible modifications to the
airframe and systems while we
continue flying! I am very
grateful to the vestry, church
leaders, parishioners and staff
for all you have done to help us adapt to this unprecedented situation.
Let me begin this issue of Otey Notes with a summary:
Our last in-person public worship services were Sunday, March 14.
We streamed video from the church on March 21, and have
worshipped via video using portions of the service recorded by
parishioners since then. Check out our YouTube channel and
Facebook page!
Christian formation classes (Godly Play, Youth Sunday School,
Sunday Forum, and Lent Series) were conducted online since midMarch and have largely concluded for the summer.
By the time you read this, Thurmond Library will probably have set
up a shelving unit on the porch of Brooks Hall so they can continue
serving the community one household at a time.
Sewanee Children’s Center will not hold summer camp this year.
Staff updates:
Otey staff members are working on-campus (observing
precautions) and remotely in the combination that best fits their
duties. If you need to see a staff member in person, please contact
them and they will arrange to meet you masked at a distance
outside.
Thanks go to Financial Administrator Dewey Hammond and
Treasurer Alec Moseley for their extra work in obtaining a forgivable
Payroll Protection Program loan for the parish!
We pray for Parish Administrator Frieda Hawkins, who is on shortterm disability leave recovering from surgery to repair a badlybroken ankle suffered in early April. Meghan Mazur, who has
experience in church administration before seminary, is serving as
Acting Parish Administrator.
We pray for Deacon Betty Carpenter, who lost her son John

suddenly in May. Incoming CAC Director David Goodpaster was
willing to move up his start date, and worked both alone and
together with Betty on the transition.
Upcoming:
The Diocese of Tennessee is allowing, but not requiring, churches
to resume in-person worship. Few have done so, and Otey is not
yet among them. The rate of new infections in the area has not
reduced sufficiently to warrant beginning a phased return to inperson worship. A questionnaire was sent to all parishioners via
SurveyMonkey. When public health conditions make it safe to
resume in-person services, there will be significant restrictions for a
time. As long as restrictions on attendance remain, services will
continue to be offered on video as well as in person.
The once-a-month summer celebrations of the Holy Eucharist
Sunday evenings is on hiatus. As a part of phased reopening, we
may announce informal gatherings of some sort.
V-B-Us, our intergenerational vacation Bible school, will not take
place this year.
A significant upgrade of our parish website is in the works.
Our Christian Formation planning for the fall will take into account
precautions and adaptations that may be needed.

Also from the Rector - Officers eat last
I am not a veteran myself, but I understand that it is a longstanding and
deeply ingrained tradition in the armed forces that officers eat last.*
Particularly in the field, after a long day of training, marching, or combat,
everyone is famished. Yet officers’ responsibility for the well-being of the
enlisted members under their command comes before the officers’ own
mealtime.
During Hurricane Sandy in 2012, Amy, Caroline, and I lived on the
campus of General Theological Seminary in New York City. The storm
surge flooded some of the basements in the seminary, and like all of
Manhattan below 42nd Street, we lost power. Yet people came together
in remarkable ways, helping each other with great generosity of spirit.
The refectory had a generator, so it continued serving meals and
members of the seminary community looked forward eagerly to those
times together, lingering in conversation after eating. One couple
volunteered to lead activities with the kids who lived there. It was a
powerful experience of community . . . until half of campus had its power
restored days before the other half. The seminary distributed electric
heaters since its main boiler was still out. People carrying heaters back to
their apartments avoided the eyes of people who didn’t yet have power. It
became a situation of haves and have-nots.
A time of deprivation can draw people closer together when they share in
it equally. Or it can divide them and push them apart when some of the
people aren’t subject to the deprivation. As the COVID-19 virus has
necessitated isolation and distancing that don’t allow for congregational
worship in person, Episcopalians and other liturgical Christians are
experiencing deprivation of Communion. Many feel it acutely.

“Officers eat last” is both a literal practice and it functions as shorthand
for the idea that leadership involves sacrifice and solidarity with the group
as a whole. Officers see that enlisted personnel get sleep before they do.
They share their cold-weather gear when someone they command is
lacking. They are typically the last ones to finish the workday.
When we entered a period of gathering for worship online rather than in
person, questions arose about what kind of services we will have. Should
Sunday Holy Eucharist continue with only a handful of people receiving?
With respect to those who made a different choice, I didn’t have to think
twice. Officers eat last. In order to resume the Holy Eucharist, I will want
there to be a way for all who desire it to be able to receive on a regular
basis. As long as the congregation as a whole is deprived of Communion,
I believe it is important that leaders share in that deprivation equally.
It’s my hope that this time without Communion will serve as a holy fast—
that the hunger and thirst we feel will deepen our appreciation for the
Body and Blood of Christ and ultimately heighten our sense of
communion with God and each other.
*I am grateful to Mercedes & Jeff Clements for educating me more fully
about this tradition.

Get Connected with Realm

Our new church management software has expanded capabilities
to help parishioners get connected and stay that way. You can
easily update your personal information, see the status of your
giving, and set up online one-time or recurring electronic giving. As
always, we are still able to receive gifts by check.
Interested or have questions?
Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926.

Christian Formation Updates

The Christian formation program at Otey made a strong finish of the
2019-2020 year, despite the challenges of a pandemic. Godly Play
classes were held online, both on Facebook livestreams and the Zoom
platform. We moved the class to Tuesday to accommodate families’
Zoom-laden Sundays.
(upper : Ted Clarkson tells the younger children a story about Jesus as a
child; lower : a Godly play zoom session)
Fire on the Mountain enjoyed an outing to
Chattanooga in early March. We went to the
Chattanooga Choo-Choo to try out their
“Runaway Train Transport” escape room,
housed on old train cars. We solved all the
riddles and escaped the mafia! Then we
visited a bookstore and had ice cream at
Clumpies. It was a perfect outing, though we
had no idea it would be the last time we would be able to gather for a
while
After social distancing took
effect, the youth continued to
meet remotely for fun activities
like a scavenger hunt at home,
and judging the Best Egg
contest. Sunday school met
weekly on Zoom. Students
watched episodes of National
Geographic’s “The Story of God”
and then discussed the
episodes on Sunday afternoons.
Youth Sunday school was taught by our Youth Ministry intern, Andrea
Vancil, with assistance by University student Joseph Brown.
Adult Forum also ended strong, with excellent and timely presentations
presented via Zoom:
Jim Turrell spoke on the history of, and perpsectives on, gathering

for the Eucharist.
Rob MacSwain taught on “Thinking Sacramentally” as we wrestled
with how to understand and approach the sacraments, especially
Eucharist, during the time of Covid-19.
Karen Meridith lead a session called “Finding Ways to Pray in a
Pandemic,” helping us develop and lean on spiritual practices
during a time of isolation.
A session on the Roberson Project featured Woody Register,
Hannah Pommersheim, and Klarke Stricklen, who shared their work
to preserve Sewanee’s Black History through digitization days last
summer, and ongoing efforts to preserve the important history of
the St. Mark’s community.
In the Rector’s Forum, Rob Lamborn partnered with Marilyn Phelps
in a presentation on the pandemic’s effects on mental health.
Our Lenten study, “Each Other’s Keeper: The Church Responds to
Violence,” led by Karen Meridith, was well attended both in person
and later online.
Summer formation will be different this year. VB-Us, Otey’s version of
Vacation Bible School, will not meet in June. However, there will be other
opportunities for summer learning for all ages, through book clubs and
other resources. Please let Jeannie know if you’d like to be part of the
planning team! Contact her at oteyformation@gmail.com or call her at
423-255-6479.

New CAC Director: David Goodpaster
Several months ago, Deacon Betty
Carpenter conveyed her intention to retire
as Director of the Community Action
Committee at the end of this school year.
Her achievements have been numerous,
and we will celebrate them when she
finishes work. (This is not Betty’s
retirement as Deacon at Otey, a separate
position.)
Otey is delighted to write that the next
Director of CAC will be David Goodpaster.
David has just finished his M.Div. at the
School of Theology, and, God willing, is to
be ordained transitional deacon in June by the Bishop of Lexington.
David brings extensive experience to the position, including with the
Appalachia Service Project in Johnson City, Tenn., and with the Peace
Corps in Malawi. He has worked to assist and empower persons with
disabilities, and as a classroom teacher he helped challenged/at-risk
students to succeed. David has a record of working effectively with
volunteers, and has spent significant time face-to-face with extreme
poverty. He is married to Lauren Goodpaster, and is the father of Sam
and Max.

From Sandy Rice, board chair: The CAC board welcomes David
Goodpaster to the position of Director. Many know David and his family
since moving here for him to begin his studies with the School of
Theology where he completed his degree this week. He will begin his
training with Betty ASAP and the board when our current times allow.
From Deacon Betty Carpenter: What a wonderful job I have had as
Director of CAC, and my decision to retire from this position was not an
easy one but the right one for me. I leave knowing that all will be well with
David Goodpaster at the helm. He completely understands the mission of
CAC and has my full support as this important work goes on.
David has already been hard at work, ensuring continuity and a seamless
transition in this vitally important ministry during this time of upheaval.

Music Notes
"What effect does a pandemic have on music?
Recently, I have been reading about the 1918 Pandemic and its effect on
life in the United States at that time. We were post WWI and the
returning soldiers brought with them a plague that was already raging in
Europe. Millions of Americans were sickened and 675,000
died. Worldwide and estimated 50 million deaths occurred. Yet the effect
on music was rather minimal. What made the 1918 flu so lethal, also
made its impact less dire on the arts. It moved with swiftness. Even
though most concerts continued, some outside, people were still packed
into concerts. The only sure thing was that someone would be ill before
the next performance.
People learned to appreciate music, needed music and loved music. So
much so that they took the risk of illness to attend concerts. It was
something that they couldn’t life without. As the flu raged, some
quarantining took place. The French Symphony had traveled to America
to perform at Carnegie Hall, only to be isolated for disease after their first
concert. They couldn’t return for several months.
Losses to the music industry amounted to around $5 million nationwide,
the equivalent of $85.5 million today. The Metropolitan Opera stands to
lose more if the fall season is closed. Today our artists have the option of
streaming and ZOOM to continue to perform. However, limiting that may
be, we can still enjoy the music of our favorite groups or artists. We are
truly blessed to have the technology to help us through the pandemic of
2020. Yet, I am sure, like me, you are already missing the music from our
outstanding University groups and now the cancelled Sewanee Summer
Music presentations. I think you will agree music is one of many things
we won’t take for granted in the future. I encourage you to listen to good
recordings, YouTube and special presentations on television during this
time. It will inspire, encourage, and lift your spirit during this challenging
time apart. Stay safe and pray we will soon be able to be together again
in celebrating and worshiping God. I miss you and look forward to us
raising our voices in song again in the future. Love to you and your

family.
By Kathleen Sturgis

Mental Health Resources
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
Ps. 139:11-12
Christians are not exempt from feeling the effects of isolation,
loneliness, and fear, especially during these months of social
distancing and quarantine. There is no doubt that the COVID-19
pandemic has taken a toll on mental health. While taking care to
prevent physical complications of the disease, many neglect to
safeguard their mental well-being in the process.
If you or someone you know is experiencing a mental health crisis,
there is help available! You can call 855-CRISIS-1 (855-274-7471)
to speak with the State Crisis Line. Just need someone to talk to?
Call the Church Office at 931-598-5926 and let us know. We will be
happy to lend a listening ear, pray with you, and help connect you
with any additional services you might need.

Vestry Highlights

March 26 regular meeting (via Zoom)
Heard a report on the precautions CAC is taking in order to
continue serving those in need.
Reviewed a timeline of Otey’s responses to COVID-19 so far
Discussed various matters related to COVID-19, including the
Rector’s directions for staff precautions on campus.
April 16 regular meeting (via Zoom)
Expressed sorrow about the death of Finance Committee
Chair Tim Graham.
Reviewed a timeline of Otey’s responses to COVID-19 so far.
Discussed ways to improve Otey’s online giving capabilities.
Heard a report from CAC, including that it is now offering
fresh produce.
Noted that all church buildings are locked for the sake of
safety from COVID-19 and to prevent vandalism.
May 18 called meeting (in person)
Authorized Treasurer Alec Moseley to complete and submit
documents making the formal request for Otey to receive a
forgivable Payroll Protection Program loan in the amount of

$40,000.
May 21 regular meeting (via Zoom)
Expressed gratitude for the ministry of David Goodpaster as
the incoming director of CAC, and that he was willing to start
work early in support of Deacon Betty Carpenter.
Heard a report from the Treasurer that the $40,000 forgivable
Payroll Protection Program loan has been received.
Authorized Treasurer Alec Moseley to receive the planned gift
of Tim Graham, a bequest constituting a portion of his IRA.
Held an extended discussion of issues related to a phased reopening of church buildings.

Otey Photos

Clockwise from upper left:
Shea Gatta & Ren Elrod enjoy the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper.
Rob Lamborn leads the children on a behind the scenes church tour
Bazzannia members Mary Priestley, Thomas Priestley, Suzanne Cahoon,
April Minkler & Betty Carpenter enliven our celebration of Shrove Tuesday.
Aaron & Julie Elrod decked out for Shrove Tuesday
John Gatta and Meghan Mazur presented a recital with accompanists Gabriel
Perkins-Lawrence, William Stokes, and Zachary Zwahlen
The inside of the church remains frozen in Lenten decor
Parish Life Committee members Lynn Stubblefield, Annette Smith, and
Phebe Hethcock serve up beans and rice with a smile!
Deacon Betty Carpenter of CAC and Pastor Jodi McCullah of Morton
Memorial accept support from Monteagle-Sewanee Rotary President John
Solomon.

Clockwise from upper left:
James, Paul & Miriam Mazur celebrate Pentecost with an outdoor craft
The church doors are locked for reasons of public health
Jamie Pappas waves a festive Pentecost streamer
A child displays an entry for the “Best Egg” Contest on Easter Sunday
Lilies adorn the sign announcing online worship services
Nora Jane, Julian & Ren Elrod show off their Pentecost crafts
Sadly the playground is also closed for reasons of public health.
Another beautiful entry for “Best Egg”

Photos & Memoribilia Needed: Sesquicentennial Celebration
For our upcoming celebration of Otey's Sesquicentennial founding as St
Paul's on the Mountain in 1870 - 71, we are planning to add to our
archives with memorabilia, create a digital scrapbook, and perhaps a
bound hardcover book, which looks back on 150 year's of Otey's
ministries, celebrations, and families.
During this quiet time of staying at home, many parishioners have
remarked that they are going through boxes of collectibles. This is a
great opportunity to look through your scrapbooks and memorabilia to
unearth your treasures that might tell part of Otey's story. When we are
able to gather again on our church campus, we'll have ways for you to
bring your items for us to scan and return back to you. We may ask you if
the church can borrow some items to put on display this coming year, but
certainly we want your prized possiions to come back to you.

We are looking for photos, pamphlets or flyers, prorgrams, artwork,
costumes, quilts, and the like. And when we are gathered again we want
to record your stories, spoken aloud to a video recorder or written in your
hand. So please take these summer months to do a bit of family research
on the ways that Otey was instrumental in your life through the years.
For questions or to report what you've found, contact Lisa Howick at
lisa.m.howick@gmail.com ; Greg Maynard at coachmaynard@gmail.com;
or the Church Office at oteyparish@gmail.com.

Prayer List
Abu-Ali Abdur’Rahman, Bonnie Babb, Helen Bailey, Phoebe Bates,
David Burnett, Ginny Capel, Corky Carlisle, Addie Cobbs, Gus Croom,
Ruth Dubois, Catherine Garcia, Frieda Hawkins, Patrick Irwin, Ariel
Jones, Houston King, Cheryl Lankhaar, Raymond McCoy, Dixon Myers,
Mary Matlock Newman, Allen Peek, Russell Stubblefield, Ken Taylor,
Van Tucker, Jennifer, and those suffering from coronavirus.

June Birthdays
Nick Davis, Evan Jones, Pierce Myers, Lynda Gotko, Maxwell
Goodpaster, John Willis, Diane Fielding, Joan Hurst, Elaine Babb, Julian
Elrod, Joan Baird, Alec Moseley, Cheryl Lankhaar, Annette Smith, John
McCardell, Margaret Donohue, Helen Wilson, Karen Meridith, Paul
Cahoon, Lane Beaumont, Alex Thurman, Alex Hoole, Steve Ford, Jerry
White, John Fisher, Julia Bates, George Dick, Tim Nelson, Amy
Neubauer, Maddie Van de Ven, Jett Fisher, David Kearley, Tom Macfie,
J.T. Jenkins, Liz Camp, Marshall Simpson, Hampton Mauzy, Bob
Lamborn, Bonnie McCardell
Otey Memorial Parish
216 University Avenue
P. O. Box 267
Sewanee, TN 37375
(931) 598-5926
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